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Learn more about the history of Irish Paganism and how it is practiced today."Faerie footprints
are specks of magic that the earth couldn't bear to part with." - J.Z.N. McCauleyDoes "Irish
paganism" make you think of leprechauns, pots of gold, and four-leaf clovers?Has anyone ever
told you there was more to Ireland than meets the eye? That otherworldly beings inhabit the
green landscape, and an ancient magic is at work, beneath the surface?This book is a journey
into the enigmatic world of Irish paganism. As one of the oldest and most widespread religions
globally, Irish paganism has been practiced for centuries by people of all walks of life.In this
book, you will:Learn about the origins of Irish paganism and the Druids.Discover the beliefs and
practices of Irish Pagans.Explore the Irish pagan calendar and the festivals celebrated
throughout the year.Learn about the history of Irish Witchcraft and the persecution of witches in
Ireland.Meet the gods and goddesses of Irish paganism and learn about their roles in the
pantheon.Discover the many magical creatures of Irish folklore.Learn about the Irish Pagan
community and its members today.From the rich history and mythology to the modern-day
community, this book is your comprehensive guide to all things related to Irish paganism. If you
are interested in learning more about this fascinating topic, this book is the perfect place to get
started. Order your copy today, and let us take you on a journey into the secret world of the Irish
Pagans!
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among the fastest-growing religions in Ireland. While historically, Ireland was the first country in
Europe to convert to Christianity, it now seems people are looking for alternatives once
more.Today, there are various pagan traditions and paths in Ireland, with some being more
prominent than others. Notably, there is a large Wiccan community, with many Wiccans and
Witches practicing both alone or as part of covens and groups.Also known as "Celtic paganism"
or "Irish druidism," Irish Paganism is the religious worship of nature and natural forces. Those
who follow this path believe the Earth to be sacred. They believe that many gods and goddesses
exist in nature, animals, and the stars, and in a constant cycle of life, death, and rebirth for all
living things. In a nutshell, it is a very spiritual religion that focuses on harmony with the
environment and self-development.Irish Paganism is one of the oldest forms of Paganism in the
world, and it can be traced prior to the arrival of Christianity in Ireland. The knowledge presented
here will serve Pagans who have a particular interest in the Irish pagan tradition. While many of
the concepts apply to Pagans in general, this book is intended as a guide for those who want to
explore the ancient Irish path.The opening chapter provides an overview of the origins of Irish
Paganism, while the second chapter looks at the druids and the Celtics – two important groups
within this tradition. The third chapter discusses Irish Paganism's main beliefs and practices,
including its rituals and ceremonies. It will also look at the pagan symbols and iconography used
in Ireland and discuss how Paganism has changed and continues to evolve in the context of
modernity.The fourth chapter explores the Irish pagan calendar, which is based on the four
seasons and the eight festivals that mark major turning points in the cycle of life. The fifth
chapter looks at the history of Irish witchcraft, including the persecution of witches in Ireland and
the rise of Wicca.The sixth chapter introduces the gods and goddesses of Irish Paganism. This
chapter will explore the mythology and beliefs surrounding gods and goddesses of the Irish
pantheon, such as Dagda, Brigid, Lugh, Morrigan, and many others.It will discuss their role as
religious deities and how they've been adapted for use in the modern era.The eighth chapter
looks at the pagan community in Ireland and discusses the different paths that its members
follow. It also investigates the revival of Irish Paganism and the challenges this tradition
faces.The ninth and final chapter looks to the future of Irish Paganism and considers the
possibilities for its growth and development. It offers a glimpse into the future for those who
follow this ancient path.Irish Paganism is a fascinating and complex tradition that has been
practiced for centuries. This book provides a comprehensive introduction to this religion, its
history, beliefs, and practices. It is an ideal resource for anyone who wants to learn more about
Irish Paganism or who is considering following this path.While it isn't meant as an exhaustive
resource on Irish Paganism, this book will prove a useful reference guide and introduction to the
subject and open possibilities for future research on the reader's end. Now that we know what's
ahead, by all means, let's jump right into the fascinating world of the ancient Irish!Chapter 1: The
Origins of Irish PaganismThe history of Irish Paganism stretches back thousands of years. But
what do we know about it? What were the beliefs and practices of these ancient Irish? Is there
any evidence of their religion today? To understand how modern Irish Paganism came to be, it's



necessary to examine its ancient roots and recent emergence into the mainstream of Irish
society.Needless to say, the history of Irish Paganism is a long and complex one. As much of its
history is lost, it must be pieced together from both ancient scriptures and more modern
research. Combined, this information provides a solid general understanding of how Irish
Paganism developed over time.This chapter will explore the origins of modern Irish Paganism,
from its early pioneering days to modern times. It will discuss the main tenets of the faith and its
similarities and differences with other pagan traditions. We'll also look at how these beliefs
evolved over the centuries and how they influenced the development of modern Paganism in
Ireland.The Ancient Druids and CeltsThe first people to arrive in Ireland were hunter-gatherers
who established themselves around 7000 BCE. The first farmers came around 4000 BCE,
bringing with them a Neolithic culture that lasted until 2500 BCE when metalworking was
imported from mainland Europe. A Bronze Age followed this, then an Iron Age, which began in
500 BCE.In the 2nd B.C., Celtic tribes invaded Britain, bringing their culture with them. During
this time of expansion, Celtic society thrived, giving birth to what is known as the Iron Age of
Europe. During this period, the Celts invaded Ireland and introduced their own language and
practices.The Celtic people lived in small kingdoms ruled by kings or chieftains who lived in hill
forts, known as Ráths or Duns. They practiced a form of Paganism, known as druidism, which
was later suppressed under Christian rule but continued to be practiced secretly for
centuries.The Celts were the first culture to inhabit Ireland, and they brought a sophisticated
pagan religion with them. Druids practiced this spirituality, exerting considerable influence over
early Celtic society. The druids were the priests of Celtic Ireland, responsible for religious rituals,
healing, and were keepers of sacred knowledge. The duties were passed down from generation
to generation by oral tradition.The druids were also judges, advisors, and teachers in the Celtic
community, which explains why they have been held in high esteem thanks to their knowledge
and abilities. However, much information was kept secret from others, causing the druids to be
feared by those they served. The Celts believed that the druids had special powers and could
communicate with the gods, which granted them a powerful and privileged rank in Celtic
society.Celtic TheologyThe origins of Paganism in Ireland essentially mirror the development of
Celtic society, starting in the early Iron Age. The Celts began to develop their religion and
mythology from this period onwards. The Celts were a warrior people, their religion centered on
warfare and agricultural fertility, with a strong emphasis on the gods of the Sun and the
Moon.Celtic religion was polytheistic, meaning they believed in multiple gods. Despite that, they
did not have an organized pantheon that kept a record of all of their gods. Most of what is known
about Celtic mythology has come from early Christian writings that used them as examples of
"pagan" practices that must be abolished.Mythologically speaking, Celtic deities were often
associated with natural features or aspects of life. For example, the god Lugh was associated
with the sun, while the goddess Brigid was associated with fire. As we'll explore in chapter 6,
some prominent gods and goddesses include Dagda, Lugh, Brigid, Aine, The Morrigan, and
Cernunnos.The Celtic religion was based on a belief in the afterlife. They believed that, after



death, the soul would journey to the Otherworld, a realm of paradise where it would live in peace
and happiness. This belief was likely based on Irish people's close connection to nature, and the
afterlife was seen as a natural extension of this.The Coming of ChristianityThe introduction of
Christianity in Ireland is considered one of the most significant events in the country's history.
The first Christian missionaries arrived on its shores in the 5th century AD, at a time when
Paganism was still deep-seated and widely practiced. These missionaries had a sizable impact
on the way religion was practiced in Ireland and were able to spread their message quickly
through the islands of Britain and Ireland.By 432 CE, Christianity had become more widespread
given how easier it was to convert after Roman culture had been established in Britain. Two
bishops named Palladius and Patrick were the first to introduce Christianity into Ireland.
Palladius was sent by Pope Celestine I in 431 CE to minister to Christians already living in
Ireland.Patrick was brought to Ireland in 413 CE as a slave but escaped after six years, only to
return later as a bishop. He continued what Palladius had started, namely converting as many
Irish people as possible and making them adopt the new Christian faith. Patrick's story is now
one of folklore and legend, and he has become an Irish saint associated with snakes and
shamrocks.By the 6th century A.D., Christianity had spread throughout most of Europe, bringing
an end to Paganism as a major religion. However, it continued to thrive in Ireland for centuries
after that.The Conversion of IrelandPagan Ireland had three official forms of religion. First
druidism, a scholarly, priestly religion. Then, bardism, a poetic form of worship. Lastly, filidhship,
which was an order of judges and lawyers. The druids were the dominant form of religious
worship in pagan Ireland. Their power resided in the belief that they could control the elements
and the weather. They held annual festivals where sacrifices were made to ensure good
harvests.The conversion of Ireland from Paganism to Christianity is traditionally ascribed to St.
Patrick, who was born around 385 AD in Roman Britain. His father was a high-ranking civil
servant who died when Patrick was just sixteen years of age. He rebelled against his father by
joining the Church and being baptized. At age 20, he was kidnapped by Irish pirates and brought
to Ireland as a slave. After six years working as a shepherd, he escaped captivity and returned
home to Britain. He then attended school in France before becoming a bishop.After his
ordination, Patrick felt called back to Ireland by visions he had while in Britain. He arrived in
Ireland in 430 AD as a missionary, where he preached the Christian gospel. He was very
successful in converting the Irish people to Christianity, and his efforts are credited with the
conversion of the entire island.The Effects of ChristianizationThe early Christian era in Ireland
witnessed the arrival of the first missionaries and the slow conversion of the Irish people to
Christianity. The success of these missions is all the more impressive given how they spread
Christianity among a Celtic society whose population was almost exclusively pagan.Christianity
brought with it a brand new set of beliefs and practices. It introduced an entirely different way of
life for those who were already Christian or even simply interested in learning more about the
new faith. Its introduction had both positive and negative effects on society, and it redefined how
people viewed their own lives and those around them.Like its pagan predecessors, early Irish



Christianity was not merely a religion but also a way of life. A comprehensive worldview provided
people with a sense of order and imparted meaning in their lives. It introduced new concepts
such as charity, compassion, and forgiveness, which helped improve the quality of life for all
people.In parallel, Christianity also established new rules and morals that people had to follow.
These included dietary restrictions, prohibitions against certain activities, and the need to go to
confession regularly.It can be easy to look back at those times and dismiss pagan culture as a
backward and primitive belief system. However, Paganism was not simply an outdated religion. It
had been practiced in Europe for thousands of years prior to the advent of Christian
missionaries. Christianity was a foreign culture to Western Europe when it arrived, and it took
centuries for it to become fully entrenched in the region.Generally speaking, Christianity also
profoundly affected Irish art and culture. Prior to it, Irish art was dominated by abstract designs
and intricate patterns. After the arrival of Christianity, this changed dramatically, and Irish art
began to reflect the new religious beliefs of the people. This was most evident in the
development of Irish illuminated manuscripts, which are some of the world's finest examples of
early medieval art.The Gaelic RevivalModern Irish Paganism can be traced back to the Gaelic
Revival, a cultural movement initiated in the late 19th century. It was led by a group of
nationalists who were intent on preserving Ireland's unique culture and heritage. The Gaelic
Revivalists, or "Celtic" revivalists as they are known in English, believed that the real Ireland lay
in its pre-Christian past. They wanted to reclaim this "lost Ireland" and restore it to its former
glory.In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Ireland's cultural revival was led by a group of
individuals who decided that it was time to stop feeling ashamed over the poverty and famine
that had plagued their country throughout their history. They would now take pride in the culture,
language, and heritage they had retained over centuries of oppression.In this context, the Celtic
Literary Society group was formed to revive the Irish language and bring it back into daily use.
Over time, the Gaelic League was formed to further this goal. Both groups merged in 1893 under
the name Gaelic League (Conradh na Gaeilge). Irish history and mythology were studied intently
and once again revived in song, poetry, and drama.For over 700 years, the Irish had been ruled
by England and forced to speak English, adopt English customs, and embrace a foreign lifestyle.
During this period, the colonizers made concerted efforts to destroy all traces of Gaelic culture
and language. The Revivalists set out to re-establish ties with their Celtic past. They created
societies to study ancient literature and history and published books on Celtic mythology and
folklore. They also revived old Irish customs. For example, sporting events like hurling (an
ancient Irish field game) were reintroduced, as were traditional Irish crafts like weaving and
woodcarving.The Rediscovery of PaganismDuring this process, some members of the Irish
cultural revival believed that religion might be one area where Ireland could assert its singularity
from England. At that time, the dominant Christian church was Protestant, specifically Anglican,
which was the same as England's official state religion (although not commonly practiced by the
people). There were also Catholics who England persecuted for their reluctance to convert to
Anglicanism. Therefore, Pagans could view the world through a different lens, one not tainted by



the persecution and past conflicts.While Christianity was slowly gaining a foothold in Ireland,
there was also a growing interest in pre-Christian Celtic beliefs and practices. This largely owes
to the work of a group of scholars and artists. Calling themselves the School of Oriental and
African Studies, this group was interested in the mythology and folklore of all cultures, not just
Celtic culture. They were the first to start translating Irish myths and legends into English,
making them available to a wide, international audience.The Irish people were once proud
pagan people. The pagan religion was an essential aspect of the Irish identity for centuries, but
like in many other parts of the world, it was undermined through colonization and the spread of
Christianity. In the 21st century, Ireland is still predominantly Catholic, with a small minority of
other Christian denominations and an even smaller minority of non-Christians.
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Sweet-Unicorn, “Enjoyed. This was a really good read! But I am partial due to loving Irish culture.
This book had some information in it that I truly did not know. My favorite part was the chapter
about the gods and goddesses. If you are into any form of paganism, this book would be a good
one to get your hands on. Recommended! Disclaimer: I received a free copy of this book via
Booksprout and am voluntarily leaving a review.”
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